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Who were the original Kannada people, that came in
direct contact with the Aryans and built up the culture of
ancient Karnataka ? Can we trace them back by studying the
existing castes and tribes of the Kannada country ? Anthro-
pologists and ethnologists have, fortunately for us, survey-
ed the whole of South India, chiefly Mysore, on scientific
lines and arrived at certain facts and figures. Admittedly,
however, the study has been incomplete and inconclusive.
The opinions of well-known scholars on the subject have
been so divergent that it is hard to gather points of com-
mon agreement. All the same, we shall try to state certain
broad facts sufficient to our purpose. Like the rest of
South India, Karnataka is made up of at least three primary
elements: (i) pre-Dravidian, (2) Dravidian and (3) Aryan.
The present population in all its confusing diversity is a
complex and unrecognizable product of the impact between
these primary strata of society. In general, it may be said
that the element of the pre-Dravidian or Dravidian is
greater as we go lower in the rung of the social ladder from
the Brahmin down to the member of the most primitive
tribes. The pre-Dravidians are supposed to be such forest
and hill tribes as the Irula and Kadukuruba, forming an
entirely distinct population from the Dravidian.1 It seems
that they were the earliest inhabitants of South India,
mostly primitive and ferocious in their ways of life,
along with Sabaras, Matangas and Bedas, who have been
referred to in Sanskrit and Kannada literature and epigra-
phical records. They are perhaps indicated by the term
Raksasa in the Ramayana as distict from Vanara, who

1 Mysore Gazetteer, Vol. I, pp. 138 and 144.